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Newsletter 
 

September/October 2011 

Yes, you are receiving this newsletter regardless of whether you 
are a paying member of Comhaltas.  If you do not pay or renew your 
membership, you will continue to receive this newsletter as a ñguestò of 
the Tom Finucane branch of Comhaltas.  The guest email distribution list 
is maintained because we value your interest in Irish music and culture 
and our mission is to encourage participation by both members and non 
members in the events that this organization sponsors. 

As a paid member, your dues support local branch-sponsored 
events that are free to the public (music workshop, ceili dances), all of 
which have associated costs (refreshments, room rental, sound system, 
copying, promotion, etc.).  Even for concerts that have a cover charge, 
the actual costs may exceed the expenses (especially for concerts). 

Comhaltas is a nonprofit, 501c(3) organization and depends on 
memberships and contributions for its functions.  Most of your 
membership dues go directly to Ireland to pay for the magazine, Treoir 
which is mailed directly to members four times a year.  In addition to 
being a member of an international organization that promotes and 
supports Irish music and culture, you have access to information about 
events in the United States and Ireland as well as other parts of the 
world where Irish music is celebrated. 

The true value of a membership, however, is worth more than 
money.  Membership draws people together around a common interest 
for which there is mutual enjoyment and interaction.  In addition, 
members encourage others to join in, even if for only a single event to 
share in the enthusiasm and excitement.  Music and culture provide a 
common bond between people.  Membership can have different levels of 
commitment; each person contributes according to ability and time. 

Even if you pay your dues each year and attend only one event, 
your support is felt, especially by those who volunteer their time to 
organize and promote events in the Rochester community. 

An organization 
dedicated to the 
advancement of 

traditional Irish music, 
language, dance and 

culture 

Fall is the time of year to renew your 
membership in the 

Tom Finucane Branch of Comhaltas, 
Rochester, New York 

Part Two 
recollections by Ted McGraw 
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 One of the main activities of the Tom 
Finucane branch of Comhaltas is its 
performances of live music by the Irish 
Musicians Association of Rochester, the 
music group associated and sponsored by 
the branch.  These performances may be 
at a local club or a ceili dance or at a local 
school, library or auditorium. 

About a dozen years ago our 
branch decided to purchase a sound 
system of our own rather than rent one 
each and every time we had a branch 
performance. The system consisted of a 
large Mackie sound board, powerful amp, 
two house speakers and monitors, 
microphones and various stands and 
chords.  The many loyal branch volunteers 
who stored parts of the system in their 
homes and agreed to carry them back and 
forth from events are too numerous to 
mention. 

As the years passed we have come 
to realize that we had a very nice system 
but also a very heavy and unreliable one. 
We traded in the control board, amplifier 
and main house speakers for a lighter, 
integrated board and Yamaha amplifier.  In 
addition, we purchased two very light 
Peavey house speakers. The amp can be 
lifted with two fingers but still packs a 
punch with 500 watts per channel. The 
great sounding speakers mount on our 
original stands as well. We retained our 
two smaller monitors to use for concerts 
and other special programs.  
 The next time you attend a ceili 
dance or Comhaltas performance, listen to 
the new system and enjoy its new sound. 
    ~ Dave Halligan 

 

The control board with amplifier can be 

carried by one person and easily set up by 

one person. 

These new speakers are lighter, more efficient 

and can be easily mounted on the tripods. 

Whereõs the money go?  

 

Can I jump as high as I used to?  I doubt it. Can I tap as fast?  You know, thatõs 

probably debatable.  But my heart doesnõt get any smaller. 
- Michael Flatley (Irish America, 2011) 

To join or renew your membership, go to: 
 
www.irishrochester.org 
 
Click on the tab on the left: Memberships 
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Upcoming Concerts and Performances  

SEPTEMBER : 

Sunday, September 11:  

CCE performance at the Irish Festival,  12 noon ð 1 pm 

Wednesday, September 14:  

 CCE performance at the Wood Library, 134 North Main Street, Canandaigua  

 7:00 pm.  òAn Evening of Irish Music.ó 

Friday, September 16:  

 Téada performance at McGrawõs Irish Pub, 146 West Commercial Street,  

East Rochester.  8 pm $10 entrance fee, limited to pub capacity.  

Sponsored by CCE. 

Saturday, September 17:  

 Springwater Fiddlers Fair.  10 am ð 6 pm.  

http://www.springwaterfiddlersfair.net/  
 
 
 

Comhaltas Branch Activities  f or  October  

NOVEMBER:  

Saturday, November 19 , Leahy Family Concert  

Nazareth College Arts Center, 4245 East Avenue, Rochester, NY  

http://artscenter.naz.edu/  

 

Leahy  is a Canadian powerhouse of eight musical brothers and sisters who have 

been playing together their entire lives.  The bandõs three acclaimed CDsñLeahy, 

Lakefield , and In All Things ñhave world -wide sales of over half a million copies.  

http://www.leahymusi c.com/index.html  

 

Oisin Mac Diarmada featured with Teada 
 Teada plays traditional Irish music 
 For videos, music, photos and information: 

http://www.teada.com/ 
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Saturday, November 5:  

 Ceili Mor dance at McGinnityõs beginning at 8 pm 

 Admission: $7 for nonmembers, $5 for CCE members  

Friday, November 18:  

 Ceili Beg dance at McGrawõs beginning at 8 pm. 

 Free admission, donations are most welcome.  

Saturday, October 1:  

 Ceili Mor dance at McGinnityõs beginning at 8 pm 

 Admission: $7 for nonmembers, $5 for CCE members  

Friday , October 21: 

 Ceili Beg dance at McGrawõs beginning at 8 pm. 

 Free admission, donations are most welcome.  

Sunday, October 23:  

Tenth, Annual Irish Day  music workshops at Nazareth College,  

4245 East Avenue,  Rochester.  Noon to 5 pm .   

For details,  questions, directions,  schedule: whallah3@naz.edu  

Sunday, October 30:  

 General meeting scheduled for October 30 at Johnnyõs Irish Pub 

 Agenda for the annual meeting:  5:00 pm in the side room  
 A. Election of officers; current nominations for the ballot:  

   President:  John Ryan  

   Vice President:  Mark Ballard  

   Treasurer:  Lynn Pilaroscia  

   Secretary  & Membership:  Bill Hallahan  

 B. New business: open meeting for requests, suggestions, questions, etc.  

 

 

Comhaltas Branch Activities  

 

 

 
Leahy ï concert photos 
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International & Local Performances by Branch Members 

July 24, 2011 
Ted McGraw played Irish tunes at the 
Accordion Fest in Holley, NY. 
GO ART! was the theme of the event 
sponsored by the Genesee-Orleans 
Regional Arts Council which featured a 
variety of accordion music including 
Irish, Italian, Scandanavian, Bulgarian 
and Polish tunes. 

         
Jim Kimball was the announcer. 
Ted introduces one of his tunes 

   T 

 

August 10-14, 2011 
Mike Leach arranged performances by a group of 
CCE musicians and dancers who performed Irish 
music and dance at the Festival of World 
Traditions at Sherbrooke, Canada (east of 
Montreal).  This event, originated in 1998 is a 
showcase of music and dance from cultures all 
over the world.  The event places particular 
emphasis on differences and family, while 
focusing on values such as openness, respect, 
commitment, professionalism and team spirit.  

 

 

 

 
       Ted plays the Beltuna 

Sherbrook photos by Cathy McGrath 


