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Shortly after their young musicians‟ visit to Rochester in March 2009, 
leaders of the Waterford, Ireland, CCE chapter invited Rochester to send 
a counterpart group to visit in 2010.  Representatives of the Tom 
Finucane branch of CCE and the Waterford-Rochester Sister Cities 
Committee quickly organized a planning team for the visit, began 
recruitment and repertoire selection.  Objectives of the trip were to 
exchange local repertoires, have young musicians meet teachers of the 
partner communities, develop cooperation between the two CCE 
chapters, strengthen the Waterford-Rochester Sister Cities connection, 
and, above all, make friends and share music passions. 

- photo Mike Leach 
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Ted McGraw, Lynn Pilaroscia, and Cathy 
McGrath developed lists of tunes and songs 
representative of the local repertoire and 
teachers from whom we‟ve learned, such as 
Sean Walker, Marty O‟Keefe, and Frank 
Murphy.  Jim Kimball contributed Irish tunes 
played by musicians historically in our region.  
Young musicians like Ellen Anderson, Leah 
Rankin, and Marlene Mathews contributed 
specialty numbers currently popular, and John 
Ryan brought Ted‟s accordion and tunes he 
had learned from Ted and Marty.   
 
Nora Kavanagh of Waterford sent a packet of 
tunes that the young Waterford musicians were 
learning this year.  Rick Muir contributed copies 
of his collections of the Walker brothers‟ and 
local Rochester repertoire as official chapter 
gifts. 
 
Recruitment focused on young musicians who 
were supporting CCE activities here, 
participating in local seisiúns and ceilis, and 
learning from senior musicians, and on current 
leaders of our CCE music scene.  Many were 
interested but either could not make rehearsals 
or make the trip.  By June, John, Ellen, Leah, 
and Marlene, were accompanied by “seniors” 
Lynn Pilaroscia, Cathy McGrath, Pat Carey, 
Jim Kimball, and Mike Leach.  Margaret and 
Marla Pilaroscia accompanied us to make sure 
that Lynn stayed out of trouble.   
 
Plunkett O‟Brien, Nora Kavanagh, Martin 
Forristal, and friends in the Waterford CCE 
chapter organized home stays for the visitors; a 
tour of Kilkenny; performances as several 
schools and community centers (usually joined 
by the Waterford crew); music workshops with 
young and less young CCE members; seisiúns 
at local pubs with superb local musicians, 
dancers, storytellers, and singers; a 
performance for Mayor John Halligan at 
Waterford City Hall; and a day at the county 
Fleadh at Ballyduff.  Nora‟s students 
accompanied us whenever possible.  The 
friendships were quick to form and, we hope, 
long to last. 

One highlight of the trip was a performance at 
a Slieverue elementary school.  We 
performed in concert for classes from all 
grades, with Cathy teaching children‟s songs 
about Rochester characters and Jim sharing 
Western New York traditions.  John performed 
some of Marty O‟Keefe‟s tunes and Leah, 
Ellen, and Marlene showed off hot tunes, all to 
the delight of the students.  On our way to 
after-performance refreshments, we were 
waylaid by the students, joining their recess 
games, answering all sorts of questions and 
signing autographs (!!), and generally 
forgetting the tea and cookies awaiting us.  
We nearly lost John to a football game.   

 
John Ryan with students at Slieverue School 

 
Leah Rankin, Ellen Anderson, Marlene Mathews 

Photos on this page by Cathy McGrath 
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We all can imagine the beauty of the scenery 
as we drove from place to place, the sound of 
the music, and the talk and laughter at the 
gatherings.  It was the warmth of the families 
and individual musicians and folks from the 
community who welcomed us that was 
beyond what any of us imagined.  
  
I am sure that these visits between Waterford 
and Rochester are only the start of many 
more years of friendship and exchange.  
Before we left we had already come up with 
several ideas for future sharing of teaching, 
sources, repertoire, visits, and friendships.  
Look forward to a visit from some of the young 
Waterford musicians next summer to share 
repertoire and technique with us. 
 

 
Kilkenny Castle  (photo by Cathy McGrath) 
 
 
Talk to our travelers about our experiences 
and, if you have an idea for a future 
Waterford-Rochester CCE activity, bring it up 
and let‟s see what we can develop! 
 
… 
Michael Leach 
Tom Finucane Branch, CCE 
Waterford-Rochester Sister Cities Committee 
International Sister Cities of Rochester, NY 

Lynn Pilaroscia and Cathy McGrath 
(photo by Cathy McGrath) 
 

 
Children with whistles contribute their music. 

(photo by Cathy McGrath) 
 

Find your ancestors in Ireland; Census of Ireland 1901-1911 is now online: (free) 
http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/ 
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(Gerry at home at Lake Dromore Co. Clare 1960) 
 

In January 1994 we lost one of our 
charter members of the Tom Finucane 
Branch CCÉ when Gerry Hallinan died 
from a sudden heart attack. Gerry was 
born in Nenagh County Tipperary, 
attended the Boys National School (1936-
1939) and also graduated from Christian 
Brothers Secondary School in 1946. After 
attending Rockwell College in Cashel and 
University College Dublin, he earned a 
B.S..in Agricultural Science. His teaching 
experience included two years in Nigeria 
at the Holy Ghost College, Port Hartcourt 
and also for a time at the Conalkilty 
Agricultural College. He and his family 
came to America in 1974. 
 
Gerry was very active in the local Irish 
Community and was important in 
promoting the learning of Irish. He began 
instructing small groups on quiet evenings 
at Carroll's Restaurant. Thanks to the 
influence of Rev. John Cavanaugh and 
Bob Kelly, of the Irish American Cultural 
Institute chapter in Rochester, he was 
able to hold an evening class at St. John 
Fisher college. Those who attended these 
sessions will never forget the enthusiasm 
and charisma displayed in his truly unique 
style of teaching. 

A REMEMBRANCE: 

Georoid O'Áilgheanáin December 28, 1931-January 21, 1994 
By Dan McGrath 

Every lesson came with a great story 
and/or political reference. There was 
one particular lesson when he was 
teaching about the word for Ireland 
Éire. Without the accent over the “E” 
the word translates to “burden.” He 
had a postage stamp from the Irish 
Free State that did not include the 
accent mark and claimed that it was 
no error but rather the work of a 
closet Loyalist. 
 
Following the Fisher years (space 
was needed as the college continued 
to grow) Gerry met with students in 
what we called the Irish Hedge 
School. Most often these sessions 
were held at the homes of Helen 
Doherty or Bob and Anne Kelly. 
 

 
Gerry with Arlene and Group 
 
In addition to his love of the language 
Gerry was an energetic participant in 
the local dance scene and 
often danced at festivals and shows 
with Pat Butler's adult dancers. 
Whether teaching Irish or dancing 
Gerry will be remembered for his 
positive attitude and constant 
encouragement of others. 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
the "Road" title subsequently became attach 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
History: Irish. The tune was co 
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Gerry was also a member of the 
O'Rorke/Barry Division of the AOH and an 
active participant on the “Freedom for All 
Ireland Committee.” He is pictured at the far 
left in the above photo taken (1990) at a 
ceremony in memory of Catherine 
Wheelwright who lived in Rochester is buried 
in Holy Sepulcher Cemetery. Catherine was 
the mother of Eamon De Valera who survived 
the events of 1916 partly due to the fact that 
the British weren't sure how American 
politicians would react if he were to be 
executed along with the other leaders. They 
didn't want to damage diplomatic efforts to 
get the U.S. into World War I. 
 
He was extremely skeptical about the efforts 
of the Clinton Administration to sponsor 
peace talks in Ireland's severed North.. He 
would be a little surprised at the progress that 
has been made but would still be pushing for 
reparation payments from Britain for crimes 
against the Irish people. 
 
Georoid O'Áilgheanáin passed away on the 
night of January 21, 1994 at McGinnity's 
while dancing.  He really did die doing 
something that he loved. Shortly after the 
services, it was noted by friends that his Irish 
walking stick was on top of his roof . No one 
has ever admitted to putting it up there. The 
Tom Finucane Branch will always remember 
his dynamic energy, enthusiasm and passion 
for celebrating Irish culture. 

 

Charlene & Gerry with Meg 
June 1, 1993 

A LOSS TO IRISH MUSIC 

Brian Prior  December 15, 2009 

Brian Prior was a project officer at CCE in 
Ireland.  He passed away in Ennis where he 
lived.  You may be familiar with Brian‟s 
projects: the three Foinn Seisiún books and 
CDs that serve as archives for traditional Irish 
music but also benefit those who wish to learn 
traditional Irish music.  See Brian‟s article: 
Vol (Iml) 41 Number (Uimhir) 1 2009: pp 12-13 
 

“Brian Prior was an  
example of a man  
devoted to the CCE 
ideals and organization 
and the common joys of 
traditional Irish music  
which he enjoyed 
immensely whether he  
was playing his fiddle 
or listening to others.” 
 

- Comhaltas.ie  
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Rubato? 
A Great Way to Turn a Phrase! 

By Rick Muir 

I came across a new word (or at least new to me) in a Treoir article the other day, so I looked 
it up in my 1952 edition of The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Music, by Percy A. Scholes, and 
came away with an even greater appreciation of Irish music, for my curiosity led me to 
discover that Irish musicians for centuries have practiced a technique that is coveted by 
classical musicians: that of RUBATO. Following is my dictionary‟s definition: 
 
“Rubato or Tempo Rubato: 

This word, though often used in various wide senses, is best reserved for a sort of 
rhythmic give-and-take in performance, within a limited unit of the time-scheme of a 
composition -- that time unit being the Phrase.  A lingering or hurrying over some note or 
notes earlier in the phrase is compensated by a corresponding hurrying or lingering over 
others later in it, and if this be artistically carried out a keen-eared observer following the beat 
of a metronome would find that the departure from the beat earlier was later corrected by a 
return to it (always provided that the whole passage of which the phrase forms a part does 
not happen to be subjected to a general accelerando [speeding up] or rallentando [slowing], 
in which case the metronome would not offer a proper indication).  A feeling of freedom, 
instead of mechanical regularity, is thus imparted to the performance.  Time is kept -- „bent 
but not broken‟, as Matthay puts it. For some of the melodic, harmonic, and other factors 
which suggest to the conscious or unconscious mind of the sensitive performer the 
employment of rubato cf. Agogic. [Generally, agogic covers everything connected with 
„expression‟ -- rallentando, accelerando, rubato, the pause, and a variety of accentuations 
(lingering on a particular note; playing a particular note more loudly; etc.).] 

The employment of Tempo Rubato (literally „Robbed Time‟) must, if it is to sound 
natural, spring from genuine innate or cultivated musical feeling: otherwise instead of adding 
to the beauty and emotional effect of a performance it will produce an effect of discomfort in 
the mind of the listener.” 

 
Irish music, be it dance tunes or songs and airs, richly adorns itself with a multitude of 
expression techniques. Ornamentation happens to be the most well known, but rubato too 
holds sway as a part of the package, particularly in songs and airs. Pretty impressive stuff, 
this Irish music! 

For an interesting web page on rubato applications by Elizabeth Gutierrez with audio clips 
and sheet music to demonstrate rubato … 
http://claviercompanion.com/RubatoArticle/Rubato3.html 

Niagara Celtic Festival:  September 14 & 15 at Olcott State Park 
Ceili/party Saturday night and festival combines Irish and Scottish events. 
Information:  www.niagarceltic.com 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Comhaltas Newsletter     Page 7 

  

  

Branch Officers 
 
Cathoirleach (Chair) 

John McGraw  249-9454 

Leas-Cathoirleach (Vice-Chair) 

Dan McGrath  315-462-6189 

Runai (Secretary) 

Bill Hallahan 

Cisteoir (Treasurer) 

Lori Wood  

Michoir (Auditor) 

Scott Utley 315 589 3344 

Youth Officer 

John Ryan 385-3050 

North American Archivist  

Ted McGraw 387-9116 

 

  Programs 
 

Music Events 

Cathy McGrath  315-462-6189 

Ted McGraw  387-9116 

Ceili Dancing 

Arlene Miller 

Membership 

Bill Hallahan  

Singers’ Session 

Becky Farrell 

Music Learners’ Session 

Mark Ballard 

Website 

Dan McGrath  315-462-6189 

   Newsletter 

   Bill Hallahan & Lori Wood 

Listen to the radio with        

Ted & John McGraw: 

Ol' Fiddler Show 
WRUR 88.5 FM 
Sundays 10:00-11am  
 

Irish Party House 
WRUR 88.5 FM 
Sundays 11am-Noon 
 

 
 
 

Here is a feast of music events for September and October 

September 1 Dancing at McGinnity’s, 7:30 pm 
September 4 Dady Brothers Irish Rover, Webster, 7 W. 

Main St., 9:00 pm 
September 5 John Day at Temple Bar, 7-10 pm 
September 10 CCE Session at McGinnity’s 8:00 pm 
September 10-12 Rochester Irish Festival Camp Eastman 
September 10-12 Turtle Hill Folk Festival Rotary Sunshine 

Campus in Rush, NY 
September 12 Accordion Fest Hickory Ridge Golf & 

Country Club, Holly, NY   1-5 pm 
September 10 Pet Dolan at Lemoncello, 137 W. Main St., 

E. Rochester, 8:30-11:30 pm 
September 17 Lunasa Concert at East Rochester 

HighSchool 7:30 pm, Adults $22, 
Student/Senior $17 

September 18 Springwater Fiddlers Fair and American 
Craft Show  
www.springwaterfiddlersfair.net 

September 18 Ceili at Buffalo Irish Center 
 
October 24  CCE Workshops at Nazareth College 
October 26 Brendan Begley & Caoimhin 

O’Raghallaigh Buffalo Irish Center, 7 pm 
 
November 5 Irish Immigrants Celebration Dinner 

Radisson Hotel, Rochester; jam session 
and dancing following dinner. 

November 6 John Whelan, Brian Conway, Damaris 
Woods, Brendan Dolan concert Buffalo 
Irish Center, 7:00 pm 

 
 

Ninth Annual Irish Music, Language and Singing 
Workshops 
Sunday, October 24, 2010 at Nazareth College, 4245 East Ave. 
Noon to 5 pm; same building, same rooms as last year: Golisano 
Academic Building; meet in Room 211. 
 
For schedule and directions, email: whallah3@naz.edu 
 
Music teachers: if you wish to advertise your lessons, send me 
an attached poster (8.5 X 11”) in Word or pdf and we‟ll post it at 
the workshop gathering room. 

http://www.tedmcgraw.com/radioshow.html
http://www.tedmcgraw.com/partyhouse.html
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Irish American 

Cultural 

Institute 
unveils new websites: 

  www.iaci-usa.org 

  www.irishway.org 

 

Fall Ceilí 

Dances: 
October 16 

December 11 

McGinnityôs 

8 pm 
$5 CCE members 

$7 gen. public 

Local Seisiuns 
1

st 
Sundays of every month:   The American Hotel 

4:00 pm     October - May   7304 E. Main Street, Lima, NY 
 
2

nd 
Friday of every month:   McGinnity's Bar & Restaurant 

 8:00 pm 534 West Ridge Road 
 
Last Sunday of every month:   Johnny's Irish Pub 
 3:00 pm Music Learning Session 1342 Culver Road 
 4:30 pm Singer‟s Session  
 5:00 pm Regular session   
 
Every night: Carroll's Bar and Restaurant 
 Great food and fun 1768 East Main 
 
Every Tuesday night: Charlotte Tavern 
 7:00 pm (study session) 2 River Road & Lake Ave. 
 
Dancing Every Wednesday : McGinnity's Bar & Restaurant 
 7:30 pm 534 West Ridge Road 
No experience, no partner necessary. Instructor: Arlene Miller (585) 663-4438 
Matt Ruff runs dances and instructs with Arlene. 
 

For current and past news, photographs, and local activities: 

 http://www.irishrochester.org 
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